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COGTA has embarked on capacitating the 
Provincial Disaster Management Centre 
(PDMC) to amongst other things, effectively 
respond and manage recovery initiatives to the 
recurring disaster situations in the Province. 
Some of the hazards that frequently occur 
include tornadoes, strong winds, lightning 
and thunderstorm, floods and even veld fires. 
Increase in climate variability has affected 
weather patterns, with more fires, snow, 
drought and decrease in temperature levels. 

The PDMC was allocated R14.1 million by 
the Provincial Treasury for various projects 
including the R2,6 million to procure the 
disaster response bakkies. This bodes well for 
the Province and for more information kindly 
read the full story on page-3.

Also important in this quarter is the hosting of 
the three-day Summit for Traditional Leaders 
of the Local Houses, the first of its kind in the 
country. Pages 3 and 6 has the details.

Given the resurgence of the 3rd Wave on Covid 
19, the country has now been mover from 
Alert level 3 to 4 with applicable restrictions 
including the prohibition of uLwaluko and 
imigidi effective from 28 June 2021. These 
restrictions remain in force for a 14 day period.

We call upon the people to abide by the 
regulations of Alert Level 4 to save lives. 
Young people are also called upon to assist 
the elderly to register for vaccination including 
those 50 year olds to register for vaccination.

The last page of the newsletter showcases 
service delivery achievements through a 
variety of pictorials. 

Enjoy the read and Stay Safe, always. 

Thank you.

Editor:  Ms Thando Sonjica

Mr Mamnkeli Ngam 

Ms Thando Sonjica

Mr Vuyani Sibene

The PDMC was allocated 

R14.1 million by the 

Provincial Treasury for 

various projects including 

the R2,6 million to procure 

the disaster response 

bakkies.
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Cogta MEC Xolile Nqatha has called on traditional leaders to lead the charge 
to bring an end to the commercialization of isiko lokwaluka in the Eastern Cape 
Province. Speaking on the fi rst day of the Summit on Local Houses in King 
Sabatha Dalindyebo Municipality(KSD) near Mthatha in April, MEC Nqatha said 
traditional leaders as custodians of culture, tradition and customs, must guide 
government on how to compensate iingcibi namakhankatha for work done 
during the traditional initiation seasons. 

The Summit was the fi rst of its kind throughout South Africa. The Eastern Cape 
Houses were established in 2017 and the current term is coming to an end 
this year.

He complained about the fact that there are some people in the Province 
who continue to make a profi t out of the custom hence the great need to 
regulate the payment. The mushrooming of illegal amabhuma is due to the 
commercialization of the custom in the absence of fi tting regulatory regime by 
government.

“We all have a responsibility to stop the commercialization of isiko lokwaluka 
and traditional leaders must lead us in that front. The process to regulate the 
suitable payment is long overdue as brings our age old custom into disrepute 
through the deaths and injuries of abakhwetha. 

The role of traditional leaders is key in the process to renew the custom by 
ensuring correct and appropriate reimbursement of practitioners for their 
costs. The reign of free for all must come to an end,” said MEC Nqatha.    

Meanwhile, MEC Nqatha appealed to traditional leaders in attendance to 
“enforce” their Code of Conduct by refusing to “tolerate wrongdoing in their 
midst.” 

He said those traditional leaders who violate the Code of Conduct must be 
called to account by the relevant traditional leadership structures. 

Some traditional leaders continue to bring their institution under a dark cloud 
and should be made to account. 

The MEC said he would like to get involved in the enforcement of the Code, 
however, he will not keep quiet if no action is taken against errant traditional 
leaders. 

It is about time to look at development issues affecting rural communities, said 
the Chairperson of the national House Nkosi Sipho Mahlangu. “Rural people 
are at the receiving end of poverty, unemployment and underdevelopment. The 
urban migration is a testimony to this reality. We envisage that all Traditional 
Councils in South African must have Master Plans to attract investment to 
the rural areas driven by traditional leaders themselves,” said Nkosi Mahlangu. 

COMMERCIALISATION OF ISIKO LOKWALUKA By Mamnkeli Ngam

R2,4 MILLION WORTH OF VEHICLES TO MANAGE EASTERN 
CAPE DISASTERS SITUATIONS
CoGTA has embarked on capacitating the Provincial Disaster Management 
Centre to amongst other things, effectively respond to the recurring disaster 
situations in the Province. 

Among other hazards that frequently occur include tornadoes, strong winds, 
lightning and thunderstorm, fl oods and even veld fi res and prevail seasonally. 
During the winter season fi res, snow, strong winds and cold weather occur. 
Some hazards like fl oods and drought can occur given the climate change and 
weather predictions but to a limited extent. During summer, human induced 
incidents like motor vehicles accidents, heavy rain prevail.

It is against this background that Cogta MEC Xolile Nqatha handed over four 
(4) Isuzu 4x4 bakkies worth R2,4 million at the Provincial Disaster Management 
Centre (PDMC) in Bhisho. 

The Head of Department (HoD) Mr Andile Fani said the vehicles are tools of 
trade to “manage disaster situations in the Province. “As the department we 
undertake to strive to do more with the less fi nancial resources at our disposal 
for disaster management and recovery,” said Mr Fani. 

MEC Nqatha said the handing over constituted one step forward in equipping the 
PDMC to be capable to take centre stage in responding to disaster situations. 

“We will attend to the working conditions and other challenges at the centre 
over time. Today marks another positive development in that regard, said MEC 
Nqatha. 

By Thando Sonjica

Vehicles handed over at Provincial Disaster Management Centre

Nkosikaz Nondumiso Ngonyama making a point at the summit L-R: Nkosi Mavuso and Nkosi Mahlangu listening at the summit
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By Thando Sonjica

SECTION 139 INTERVENTIONS

The department is currently monitoring the 

implementation of the Financial Recovery Plan (FRP) 

at Enoch Mgijima Local Municipality under Section 

139 (1) and 139 (5) intervention as resolved by the 

EXCO.

The spin offs of this intervention might not be visible 

in the public eye for now, but the control measures 

will result in the viability of the institution, long term.

The financial crisis that is confronting Amathole District 

Municipality (ADM) has led to the EXCO to invoke the 

provisions of Section 139 (5)(a) of the Constitution. 

The multi-disciplinary and interministerial teams to 

oversee the intervention. 

LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

In 2021/2022 our Department will reprioritize 

resources to assist municipalities to kick-start their 

local economies through the development and 

implementation of economic recovery plans in eight 

(8) municipalities:

1. Alfred Nzo District Municipality

2. Amathole District Municipality

3. Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality 

4. Chris Hani District Municipality

5. Joe Gqabi District Municipality

6. Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality

7. OR Tambo District Municipality

8. Sarah Baartman District Municipality

Specific capacity support will be provided to package 

LED projects for investment, especially in sectors 

hardest hit as a result of Covid 19. This would be done 

in collaboration with various stakeholders.

IMPLEMENTATION AND ROLLOUT OF THE 
DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT MODEL (DDM)

In 2021/2022 financial year, we will place more focus 

on coordinating and support of the DDM to realise 

the call for “One Plan,” “One District/Metro” and “One 

Budget” scenario in the Province. The main focus is 

on the institutionalisation and implementation of DDM 

provincial-wide. Working together with other sector 

departments and partners, DDM is destined to achieve 

its objectives in OR Tambo DDM Pilot Site. 

Through the secondment of its senior offcials, the 

department managed to facilitate the appointment of a 

Municipal Manager (MM) in Matatiele Local Municipality 

the issue of its former MM was finally resolved and 

settled.

FORENSIC INVESTIGATIONS 

Focusing on all the completed forensic investigations 

reports that were tabled to the Municipal Council of 

Great Kei, Amahlathi, King Sabatha Dalindyebo (KSD), 

Inxuba Yethemba Local Municipality, Engcobo and 

Emalahleni Local Municipalities Action Plans were 

developed and signed-off between the Executive 

Mayors and Mayor’s of each Municipality and MEC 

Xolile  Nqata. 

Great Kei and Emalahleni Local Municipalities are 

leading in this regard. The pace of implementation 

however is of concern to me. Other completed 

forensic investigations that are due for presentation 

to the Municipal Councils are for Enoch Mgijima, 

Walter Sisulu, Port St Johns and Raymond Mhlaba 

Municipalities. There are two ongoing forensic 

investigations in Buffalo City Metro and ADM. Once 

finalised, these will also be presented with action 

plans.

DID YOU KNOW ?
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TRADITIONAL LEADERSHIP

The implementation of the Traditional 
Leadership and Khoisan Act took effect on 1st 
April 2021.

Considering the current challenges in respect to 
the Customary Male Initiation in the Province, 
the Department is reviewing the Eastern Cape 
Customary Initiation Act to ensure that all 
existing gaps are closed to prevent deaths and 
injuries thus ensure compliance by all role-
players. Therefore, all traditional leaders are 
encouraged to play a meaningful role in dealing 
with this critical responsibility.

Our department is headquartered in a building 
named after an outstanding and famous music 
composer, Benjamin John Peter Tyamzashe, 
popularly known as B-ka-T. He is said to have 
composed more than 500 songs. Our capital 
Bhisho got its name from his famous song, 
IBhisho Likhaya Lam.

In his memory, we commit to collaborate with 
the Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts and 
Culture (DSRAC), the Tyamzashe family and 
other relevant stakeholders to recognize him 
through a memorial lecture, music workshops 
in Bhisho and surroundings, revamp his grave 
and tombstone where his mortal remains rest in 
eternal peace.

SMALL TOWN REVITALISATION 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

The department in collaboration with National 

COGTA and municipalities shall continue to 

coordinate the provision of an employment 

safety net to 47 184 Community Work Project 

(CWP) as well as Expanded Public Works 

Programme (EPWP) participants across the 

province. 

One thousand five hundred (1 500) CWP and 

EPWP participants shall be empowered through 

training for better labour market opportunities 

in line with the NDP, which advocates for 

the reduction of the triple challenges of 

unemployment, inequality and poverty.

FREE BASIC SERVICES (FBS)

The department will continue to support municipalities to 

alleviate poverty by cushioning the indigent households 

to improve their general well-being, improve their health 

standards and economic circumstances. In its endeavour to 

support municipalities, the department will intensify support 

to municipalities through strengthening of FBS Coordinating 

Structures to ensure smooth implementation of Indigent 

Policies and management of Indigent Registers. 

The Department will continue with its partnership with 

StatsSA to share best practices of standardised system for 

indigent data management by municipalities.

CAPACITY BUILDING 

For the coming financial year 2021/22, the Department will 

facilitate Learnerships Programme on Occupational Directed 

Education, Training and Development Programme (ODETDP) 

for all Skills Development Facilitators and Practitioners for 

Departmental Officials.

An assessment of the capacity and functionality of the 

Traditional Affairs Branch Commissioned. 

It is hoped that the assessment will reveal the root causes 

of the service delivery challenges and bottlenecks in the 

Branch so that appropriate remedial action is taken.

The Department will procure and implement an Electronic 

M&E System for improved performance information 

management in the Department with regards to reporting, 

validation, evaluation and document management aspects.

There is currently a 5% vacancy rate in the Province as 233 

Senior Manager posts are filled. There are eighty-one (81) 

females in the filled posts representing only 36% of Women 

Senior Managers. There are currently only seven (7) Female 

Accounting Offcers namely in Nyandeni, Sakhisizwe, 

Ngqushwa, Ntabankulu, Amahlathi, Raymond Mhlaba and 

Walter Sisulu LMs which indicate that the province is lagging 

far behind in employment equity issues.

The Department will monitor the municipalities on the 

implementation of GBVF responsive programmes. The 

Department is also planning to increase awareness on GBVF 

through Anti-GBVF campaigns for traditional leaders so that 

they can play a role in curbing gender- based violence in 

their communities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE REFER TO THE POLICY SPEECH 2021 / 22
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GREAT NEED FOR DEVELOPMENT 
MONARCHS THROUGH RURAL INVEST

By Vuyani Sibene

Speaking at a three-day Summit for Local Houses of traditional 
leaders held in KSD recently, the acting Chairperson of the Eastern 
Cape House of Traditional Leaders, Nkosi Langa Mavuso said 
South Africa is a developmental state with a “great need to unfold 
the concept of developmental Monarchs” to create better rural 
communities.

“There is a need to re-orientate Traditional Leaders to be more 
developmental in approach and advance the Rural Invest concept. 
We must claim our relevance of the noble institution of traditional 
leaders and avoid it becoming extinct,” said Nkosi Mavuso.

Nkosi Sipho Mahlangu, Chairperson of the National House of 
Traditional Leaders called on traditional leaders to invest in the rural 
initiative programme, named Invest Rural. 

“We have a responsibility to initiate rural development in our 
communities through the newly launched Invest Rural national 
programme with a Master Plan that will serve as a blue print in this 
endevour,” said Nkosi Mahlangu. 

He said traditional institutions must work with communities and 
partner with business people in their respective arears and bring 
development closer to the rural communities.

The Head of Department (HoD) of Cogta, Mr Andile Fani said the 
summit was held during the time when the country and the state is 
challenged towards fulfilment of constitutional and legal mandates to 
all its clients inclusive of traditional leaders.

“It is upon us not to fail the restoration of the traditional leadership 
institution to its former glory and position of trust within our 
society. The institution should be enabled to better its role in moral 
regeneration,” said HoD Fani.

SUMMIT OUTCOMES SET TO BENEFIT IMPOVERISHED 
RURAL COMMUNITIES
MEC Xolile Nqatha expressed his delight that the Eastern Cape 
Province has been acknowledged to be the pioneer in the journey 
to make Local Houses functional. He was speaking at the end of the 
three-day Summit on Local Houses hosted by Cogta EC.

“I appreciate the commitment shown by traditional leaders by giving 
their views and sharing experiences to make their institutions work 
in the performance of their mandate. I can now attest to the fact that 
indeed you have been longing for this session and am happy that as 
we leave today, we have achieved one milestone of bringing all our 
Local Houses together,” said MEC Nqatha.

He said traditional leadership institutions are central to the Eastern 
Cape Province given its rural character.

“Speakers here today have made it clear that the focus of CoGTA 
should be on traditional communities because they are the most 
vulnerable,” said MEC.

Director for Spatial Planning at Cogta, Mr Ayanda Makhanya said 
the Spatial Land Use Management Act (Spluma) seemed to be the 
only act towards urban planning and it bypasses rural development 
needs. 

Mr Makhanya added that one of the critical arears of concern was 
the active role of traditional leaders in the development of municipal 
plans that dictate land use and spatial planning. 

He said there was a need to provide “technical support”” to Traditional 
leaders in the execution of their duties in relation to development 
planning and land use management. 

Mr Vuyo Stofile Director of Operations in the EC House of Traditional 
Leaders, said Section 81 of the Eastern Cape Customary Male 
Initiation Practice made provisions for the participation of traditional 
leaders in Municipal Councils both at local and the district levels. 

“Section 10(1) of the Act, states that the MEC must after consultation 
with the Local house ensure the establishment of the Local Initiation 
forum,” said Mr Stofile.  

Through various Commissions, the summit also discussed matters of 
coordination and integrated planning of service delivery, defined an 
effective participation of traditional communities in the development 
of their areas through the Integrated Development Plans (IDP), 
community-based planning and local economic development.

COUNCILLORS MUST FACE 
MUSIC INDIVIDUALY FOR 
WRONG DOING - MEC NQATHA
By Mamnkeli Ngam

The political leadership of municipalities should allow 

Councillors facing allegations of fraud and corruption to deal 

with such individually without the support from the institution. 

This is the view of Cogta MEC Xolile Nqatha during his 

presentation of the Annual Report of the Department to the 

Portfolio Committee on Cogta in the Legislature.

He said there is a trend wherein Municipal Councillors take 

“collective responsibility and ownership” for wrong doing of 

individual Councillors in their midst. 

“It is the responsibility of the Municipal Councils to ensure as 

well as monitor the implementation of recommendations on 

forensic investigations. The attitude of adopting a collective 

defence for individual errant Councillors on factional lines 

should come to an end,” said MEC 

Nqatha.

Overwhelmingly the department is on course to bring about 

a new culture of professionalism along the Batho Pele 

principles. 

“Rome was not built in a day. We must follow due process 

when dealing with internal issues of the department. We do 

not do things on the basis of proximity to power,” he said. 
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MINISTER DLAMINI ZUMA LAUNCHED THE COGTA/UN 
PARTNERSHIP TO SUPPORT DDM IN OR TAMBO DM

Source:   CoGTA  National 

The Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 
(COGTA), Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, and the head of the United 
Nations (UN) in South Africa and Resident Coordinator, Ms Nardos 
Bekele-Thomas in April 2021  launched  the ground-breaking COGTA-
UN partnership in support of the implementation of the District 
Development Model (DDM) in the O.R. Tambo District, Eastern Cape. 

Minister Dlamini Zuma was joined by the MEC of COGTA in the 
Eastern Cape, Mr Xolile Nqatha, and the Executive Mayor of O.R. 
Tambo District, Cllr Thokozile Sokanyile.

According to Minister Zuma the model would  foster a ‘One Plan’ 
approach to local development that seeks to incorporate public, 
private and civil society participation and investment in a joint effort to 
provide service delivery, localize procurement and create jobs.

She said this ground-breaking launch signified the results of joint 
COGTA-UN extensive consultations in the three pilot districts to 

understand their development priorities. “The partnership has identified 
specific areas of support that the UN can provide to the districts, 
building on existing work and addressing specific gaps by establishing 
Business Solution Centres and strengthening the Thuthuzela Care 
Centres and the Thusong Centres to improve service delivery, “said 
Minister Zuma. 

She further highlighted that the partnership has developed district-
specific implementation plans based on three interrelated pillars. 
“These include the Unlocking Economic Value Chains pillar, which 
will provide opportunities for inclusive and sustainable growth and the 
Social Transformation pillar, which is intended to result in increased 
stakeholder commitment and advocacy in Gender-Based Violence 
and Femicide. The third pillar, the Service Delivery Enhancement, will 
focus on resuscitating and restructuring entities such as the Thusong 
Centres, which for decades have been strengthening platforms to 
give citizens access to public service and information,” said Minister 
Dlamini Zuma

RISK ADJUSTED COVID 19 PROT0COLS FOR 
SAFE ULWALUKO IN THE WINTER SEASON  
MABAYE BEPHILA BABUYE BEPHILA, SIYAZINGCA NGESIKO LETHU

• Medical screening, COVID-19 screening and testing will be 
done at health facility level unless directed otherwise by Health 
District Authority and nurse will sign off medical certificate when 
a prospective initiate is deemed to be fit to undergo ulwaluko.

• All prospective initiates to be screened and tested for COVID-19 
and should test negative for Covid 19 to qualify to undergo 
ulwaluko.

• Screening and testing should be done within 14 days to allow for 
full recovery in case of infection before going to the bush.

• Compulsory testing of ingcibi, ikhankatha and umkhwetha must 
be done.

• Umkhwetha and ikhankatha to be screened during monitoring 
visits by Designated Medical Officers (DMs) and parents and 
Initiation working Committees should continuously monitor the 
conditions of Initiates and report any concerning signals.

• Isolation (ikhankatha and umkhwetha) to be done in line with 
Covid 19 regulations, if infected in the Initiation school. However, 

 if umkhwetha is sick he should be sent to hospital. Parental role 
is key to ensure the safety of abakhwetha.

• Wearing of masks by ingcibi, ikhankatha and umkhwetha must 
be done at all times. Parents to provide masks and other PPEs 
for abakhwetha.

• Visits to emabhomeni is restricted to mitigate the spread of 
Covid 19.

• Alcohol-based hand-rub (sanitizer) is prohibited inside ibhuma 
because of its flammability when exposed to heat. Soap and 
water which should be provided by parents should be used 
for handwashing (regular washing of hands by ikhankatha and 
umkhwetha). 

• Ibhuma should be big and spacious enough to adhere to social 
distance regulation of 1.5 meter apart from each other and be 
well ventilated all times.

• Local fora to ensure and enforce spacing during admission of 
initiates. Adequate social distancing determined by the size of 
the initiation school.

Minister Zuma launches Cogta UN partnership to 
support districts through DDM

Cllr Thokozile SokanyileMs Nardos Bekele-Thomas
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MUNICIPAL INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROJECTS

Alfred Nzo DM Matatiele Refurbishment of 
Kwa-Nkau Pump house

Alfred Nzo DM Nqabengeni 
Water Treatment Works (WTW) Project

Amathole DM refurbishment of Qolora WTW

Intsika Yethu Tsomo Refurbishment Ablution 
Facilities

Koukamma LM Refurbishment of Coldstream 
WTW – Phase 2

Sundays River Valley LM Upgrading of the 
Waterborne Sanitation Pumpstation in 

Enon & Beersheba

Intsika Yethu Cofi mvaba Refurbishment Ablution 
Facilities

Joe Gqabi Elundini Drought Relief Mitigation Water Supply

OR Tambo DM Stand-Pipe at Mhlontlo Spring

Joe Gqabi Burgersdorp WTW

OR Tambo DM Coffey Bay WTW Pumps Dr. Beyers Naude Nqweba Dam 
Pump Station upgrade


